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OVERVIEW? THE BIG PICTURE

Lookingatthe Serial Setfrom50,000feet



How big Is the Serial Set?

Morethan:

A16,000Volumes
A3/5 th ofamileofshelfspace

A400,000individual
publications

A 13,000,000 pages




How big Is the Serial Set?

Betweenthel5 ™ and111 " Congress(1817 -2010)thefollowingpublicationsare
Included:

A 275,000Houseand Senate Reports

A 100,000Houseand Senate Documents

A 700Hearings(classifiedaseitherreportsordocuments)
A 300Journals (bothHouseand Senate)

A 300CourtofClaimsReports



What ®s 1 n the Seri al Set

The SerialSet containstheHouseandSenate DocumentsandtheHouseand Senate
Reports.

The reports areusuallyfromcongressionalcommitteesdealingwithproposedlegislation
andissuesunderinvestigation. The  documents includeallotherpapersorderedprinted
bytheHouseorSenate. Documentscoverawidevariety oftopicsandmayinclude
reportsofexecutivedepartmentsandindependentorganizations, reportsofspecial
iInvestigationsmadeforCongress,andannualreportsofnon -governmentalorganizations.
Duringthelate nineteenthandearlytwentiethcenturies, executive -branchmaterialswere
alsopublishedinthe SerialSet.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html



What ®s 1 n the Seri al Set

An overview shows the following types of information:

ll

Congressional journals, administrative reports, directories, manuals, and related internal
publications

Congressional reports on public and private legislation considered during each Congress
Reports resulting from congressionally commissioned or conducted investigations

Annually submitted reports from federal executive agencies reviewing current problems and
activities under agency purview

Extended series of survey, research, and statistical publications developed by executive agencies
Selected annual or special reports of nongovernmental agencies.

Congressional Information Servi€&S Serial Set Indgart 1, vol. | (Washington, DC: Congressi¢mfakmation Service, Inc., 1977), p. vi.



Growth of the Serial Set

1st Volume of |Number of Volumes Congress 1st Number of volumes in
Year the Congress |in Decade (year began) | volume | Congress
1821 (17th) 58 153 55 3557 285
1831 (22nd) 211 178 56 3842 376
1841 (27th) 389 221 57 (1901) 4218 342
1851 (32nd) 610 501 5g 4550 342
1861 (37th) 1111 354 9 2902 476
1871 (42nd) 1465 519 60 5378 184
1881 (47th 1984 907 61 5562 513
1891 (52nd)
1901 (57th) 62 (1911) 6075 433
1911 (620d) 63 6508 387
1921 (67th) 64 6895 352
1931 (72nd) 65 7247 341
1941 (77th) 10286 66 7588 328
oSt ezna) Iz T 67 (1921) 7916 302
1961 (87th) 12321 608 68 8218 304
1971 (92nd) 12929 429 69 3522 305
1981 (97th) 13358 674 70 5827 589
1991 (102nd) 14032 648 71 9116 342
2001 (107th) 14680 695 72 (1931) 9458 280
2011 (112th) 15375

The Serial Set: Its Mak@ and ContentChapter 1.2013



SERIAL SET NUMBERING &
ORGANIZATION

Abriefword



Numbering

Theserialnumberisauniquenumberappliedto

_— ’
~ s A N W ] t 1 ] ? n . 2 t

documentsandreportsserieshavethreenumbers:

A anindividualreportordocument  -publication
number,

A avolumenumberofeachseriesforeachsession
ofCongress,and

A theserialnumber.

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html

Note: [ disagree with the not adding Serial Set numbers for citation. Given the various ways of
citing Serial Set publications, whatever you can do to help the person who is reading the citation
to find the publication in question is useful Y especially with older material. But this is much less

important if you are working with an online collection..

Sizematters

Priortothe96™ ™ Cohgress(1979) theReportsand
Documentsinthe Seria/Set werebound bysizeas
somedocuments weremuchlargerthanothers.

Publicationnumbering

Reportanddocumentnumberscarrythrougheach
congress, except:

A Senate/Housedocuments,15 Y59t Cong(1817 Y
1907)

A Housereports16 Y46t Cong(1819 Y1981)

Theseare renumbered foreachsession.


http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwss.html

An example

105th Congress }

REPORT
1st Session

SENATE 1058

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES REPORT
OF THE
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
UNITED STATES SENATE
ONE HUNDRED FOURTH CONGRESS

JANUARY 4, 1995—OCTOBER 3, 1996

MARCH 20, 1997. Ordered to be printed

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
39-010 CC WASHINGTON : 1997

achpublication

AWaspublishedduringa
Qecificcongress

s

Serial Setvolumenumber

Serial No.

14388

14389 o

14390 .o

14391 i

14392
14393 i

14394 e
14395 s

14396 ..o
14397 i

14398 .
14399A

14399B ...

14400 ..o
14401 .o

14402 .

SCHEDULE OF SERIAL SET VOLUMES
105th CONGRESS, 1st SESSION

SENATE DOCUMENTS
Note.—No. 1 is blank.

Senate Document No. 1
[Blank.]

Senate Document No. 2
SECRECY, Report of Commission on Protecting and Reducing
Government Secrecy

Senate Documents Nos. 3—4

Senate Document No. 5§
History of U.S. Senate Republican Policy Committee, 1947-1997

Senate Documents Nos. 6-7

Senate Document No., 8
Dedication and unveiling of statue of Richard Brevard Russell, Jr
Senate Document Nos. 9-10

Senate Document No. 11
Constitution of the United States (pocker edition)

Senate Documents Nos. 12-14
Senate Document No. 15

Report of Secretary of Senate, Apr. 1-Sept. 30, 1997
Senate Documents Nos. 16-17

Senate Document No. 18
Appropriations, budget estimates, elc., statements,
105th Congress, 1st Session, vol. 1

Senate Document No. 18
Appropriations, budgel estimaltes, elc., statements,
105th Congress, 1st Session, vol. 2

SENATE TREATY DOCUMENTS

Senate Treaty Documents Nos. 1-17
Senate Treaty Documents Nos. 18-32

SENATE REPORTS

Senate Reports Nos. 1-22




Spines of volumes




Numbering and organization

The 1909Checklist introductionhas
backgroundondetailsofthe Serial Setto
thattime.

TheCongressionalTables(p.4, 1909
Checkilist) detailwhatisboundintoeach
Serial Setvolume.

Publicationsarebound, bysession,inthe
followingorder:

Senate Journal
HouseJournal,
Senate Reports
HouseReports
Senate Documents
HouseDocuments

To To Do To o o

156

60th CONGRESS, 1st SESSION |

Dec, 2, 1907—May 30, 1908

T . bt e

Notes -

Reports on public bills, alse o few Senate reports on

- simple resolutions of a public character.+ Contains
1=d, 60, 1119, 21, 23, 24, 26-32, 3446, 49-51, 56-T4, 77,
70, 82-87, 80-1, 93-07, 109, 110, 117, 124-125, 193-131,
135, 137-140, 142-144, 146-148, 150, 151, 153, 156-167,
159-164, 167169, 171, 172, 174-185, 187191, 103-108, 202,
203, 210-212, 215-221, 993-253, 2565-270, 275-279, 284, 285,
289-303, 305-{568,. 310-317, 319-335, 327~430, 833, 334-1330,
338, 340-343, 340-319. 10 is In serlal no, 4220; 201 Is in

- serialno. 5221, 44, suppresserd, sec Senate soport, 342,
In Sepate reports, v. €, serial 1o, 5224, Other num-
bers missing from serinl 10, 5218 uré fut reports on Lri-
vate bills and on simple and conenrrant resolutions,
which are bound in Senate reports, v. A, serful no.

It'e_ports on public Bills, alse a fow Senuto reports on
simpla resolutions of a public chataet pr. T Containg

GRS B . :
I Series | D . o,
58 § é? . ocument no.
5216_ ..... o BJournole el
5217 ceeeedoen o journal. oLl
6218 {1 (... | 8.rveports. .. .| 1-349 (with ex-
: caplions).
. . 5222, ‘

B2U0 ¢ 2Ll idOmen.. .| 8524606 (with

: : exeeplions)

85, 855-362, B04-307, 860-374, BT7-379, 353-858, 300, 304,
395, 307400, 403, 404, 408, 120, 402, 424425, 478, 42, 139,
438, A0, 45448, 450100, 462474, 476, 479487, 480~
492, 454, 495, 407507, 512-517, 510-5%3, 525, 529-533, 537,
538, 511-548, 862-561, 563, 56U, 569-571, 574, 55, §75-583,




Numbering in citations

Mostcitationsshowthetitle ofthe publication, date of publication,andthe
reportordocumentnumber. Rarelydotheyshowthe Serial Setvolume
noy A ‘ N g I | A ~ ‘“v,. IJN‘
shownbymistake Y andtheyareeasytospotasthenumberusedissolow).
Usingtheprinted Serial Set, thisresultedinalotoflookupstofindthe Serial
Setvolumenumberforthe publication.

Thegoodnews : the SerialSetvolumenumberceasestobe
asimportantintheonlineenvironment

(assumingeachofthereportsanddocumentsareindividuallyindexed)



Sample citation

U.S. Congress. Joint
CommitteeonlinternalRevenue
Taxation. Examinationof
for1969 -1972. 93rd Congd.,
2hd sess., 1974, S. Rept 768.

"

N

REPORT
BENATE { womemre

EXAMINATION OF PRESIDENT NIXON’S
TAX RETURNS FOR 1969 THROUGH 1972

PREPARED FOR THE

JOINT COMMITTEE ON
INTERNAL REVENUE TAXATION

By ITS STAFF




PUBLICATION TYPES

Gettingdowntothenitty  -gritty



Publication Types - Journals

Journalsaretheminutesofwhathappenedeachday. Itincludesbillsintroduced,
motionsmade,rollcall(yea/nay)votes, listsofexecutive branchcommunications.

Untilquiterecently, like many Congressionalpublications, thereisnotable ofcontents
forthejournals. Usersneedtoscrollthrough,orviewthumbnails,tofindcontent.

Helpfulhints:
A Atthetopofeachpagethedateorsectionislisted.
A Thesubjectindexstartsapproximately2/3 "ds ofthewaythroughthevolume.

A Inearlyyearsthebillindexwasincorporatedintothe subjectindex(i.e. HouseBills
arefoundunderH)



Publication Types - Journals

q
q

q

15h¢82nd Congress (18X21952), House Journals
15h¢82nd Congress (18X21952), Senate Journals

Prior to the 18" Congress, and after the 82Congress, thdournalsvere
published outside of th&erial Set



Publication Types - Journals

Eachsessionstartswiththeroll
ofmemberslistedbystate.

John W. Forney, Clerk of thé last House of Representatives,
having called the House to order, proceeded to call the roll of
members by States, when the following named members answered to
their names, viz :

From the State of —

John N. Goodwin.
Charles W. Walton.
Samuel C. Fessenden.

RLATNR osiss vodsein avpinuwas suve Anson P. Morrill.
John H. Rice.
Frederick A. Pike.
Gilman Marston.

NEW HAMPSHIRE ¢vvevvcenennnn {Ed\\'urd H. Rollins:

Thomas M. Edwards.

* E. P. Walton.
VERMONT «eooeeooanassnenanns Justin S.' Morrill.
Portus Baxter.

Thomas D. Eliot.
James Buffinton,
Benjamin F. Thomas.
Alexander H. Rice.

| William Appleton.

| John B. Alley.

MASSACHUSETTS ++ 00 v




Publication Types - Journals

Aftertherollof
membersiftherecord of
proceedingsforeach
day,includingrolicall,
oryea/nay,votes.

July 4, 1861.] HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 15

Nominations having been made as follows, viz:

By Mr. Francis P. Blair, jr-«..ccovvv oo onn Joux W. ForxEY,

Mr. Mallory ««ovvvvvviiviiiin i EMERSON ETHERIDGE,
Mr, Fouke: +vvcv vovvvivi i cini e JoHN E. DIETRICH,

And the Speaker having appointed Mr. Francis P, Blair, jr., Mr.
Mallory, Mr. Fouke, and Mr. McKnight, tellers,

The House proceeded to vote viva voce for a Clerk,

When

The following named members voted for EMERSON ETHERIDGE, viz:

Cyrus Aldrich, John B. Alley, William Appleton, Isaac N. Arnold,
James N. Ashle), Goldsmith F. Ballev, Stephen Baker, Portus Bax- |
ter, Fernando C. Beaman, Samuel S. Blair, Harrison G. Blake James
Buftinton, Charles B. Calvert, John S. Car]ile, Jacob P, Chnmber-
lain, Ambrose W. Clark, Schuyler Colfux, Frederick A. Conkling,
Roscoe Conk]mp;, Mflrtln F Conw.tv John W. Crlsﬁeld William P.

T T 1% 11 K |




Publication Types - Journals

Billsarenotedby
number(theremaybe
exceptionstothis),
makingthisisagreat
tooltouseforhill
tracking.

July 10, 1861.] HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 59

Mr. Vallandigham moved that the votes by which the said bills
(H. R. 18 and 19) were committed and ordered to be printed be
reconsidered, and also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid
on the table; which laiter motion was agreed to.

Mr. Washburne, from the Committee on Commerce, to whom was
referred the bill of the House (H. R. 16) further to provide for the
collection of duties on imports, and for other purposes, reported the
same without amendment, o

Pending the question on its engrossment,

Mr. Washburne moved the previous question; which was seconded
and the main question ordered, and under the operation thercof the
bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third time.

Being engrossed, it was accordingly read the third time.

The question was then put, Shall the bill pass?

-‘ AR s s s v s 8 5 138 38
And it was decided in tho affirmative, { é‘:az ............. I?g

The yeas and nays being desired by one-fifth of the members present,
Those who voted in the aflirmative are—




Publication Types - Journals

Theindexesincludea
subjectindexandabill
Indexreferringusersto
thepage, section, or
date,intheJournal
wherethebillis
mentioned.

Indexesstart
approximately 2/3rdsof
thewaythroughthe
volume (thereisnotable
ofcontents)




